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Miki Sawada and the Elizabeth Saunders Home:

Tracing Local and Global Connections

Instructors
Alexander Ginnan
Masayuki Nakao

Hiromi Nagara

Students

Nichika Arimura Mei Murayama
Yui Goto Taki Nagahama
Ami Hamae Akari Shimizu
Daiki Ishiga Ren Shiomi
Moe Ishii Yumika Suenaga

Saki Iwamoto Ryoma Taniguchi

Umi Kang Chika Tatsuma
Yuki Kasai Mayuna Yamagishi
Overview

Second year students at the Faculty of Regional
Sciences are required to take a course entitled
Regional Survey Project in which they spend a year
researching a topic in small groups under the
guidance of a team of instructors. This year, sixteen
students chose the topic Miki Sawada and the
Elizabeth Saunders Home: Tracing Local and
Global Connections. Following the initial project
from the previous year, students researched about
the life of Miki Sawada (1901-1980) and the foster
Elizabeth ~ Saunders which  she
established for children born between foreign
soldiers and Japanese women during the Allied
occupation of Japan (1945-1952). Students also did

research on lives of people after they left the foster

home Home

home, both in Japan and overseas. Due to the spread
of the COVID-19 virus, research activities were
highly restricted this year. Students were not able to
travel outside the prefecture and most classes had to
be conducted online. At the same time, this situation
allowed for close readings of texts and online
communication with distant people. Despite many
inconveniences, students managed to compile a

thorough report.

Main Texts

Associated Press. “Leon Panetta, Vietham swap war
effects.” Politico, June 5, 2012.

Kato, Mariko. “Occupation orphan traces roots.”
The Japan Times, June 6, 2009.

Lucas, Mindy. “Letters from Vietnam soldier come
home.” The State, July 15, 2012.
Omodaka, Naoko. Yoshiaki ha Senso de Umare,

Senso de Shinda. 2007.

Sawada, Miki. Kuroi Hada to Shiroi Kokoro:
Sandazu Homu he no Michi. 1963/1980.
“Sawada Miki to Senrydki no Kodomotachi:

Erizabesu Sandasu Homu to Omeiso.”
2019 nendo Chiiki Chosa Purojekuto Seika
Hokokusho. 2020.

Tottori-kenritsu Kobunshokan ed. Sawada Renzo to
Miki no Jidai. 2010.

Tottori-ken Chunanbei Ijashi Hensan Ilinkai ed.
Tottori-ken Chiananbei ljishi. 2008.

Research Activities

In addition to reading the above texts and analyzing
related videos, students carried out local site visits,
conducted interviews, and participated in special

online lectures. The main activities are as follows:

Aug. 1% | Site Visit: Omeiso and the Sawada Family Grave
Guide: Mr. Yuasa

Oct. 25" | Site Visit: Omeiso and the Sawada Family Grave
Guide: Mr. Yuasa

Oct. 30" | Online Lecture: Ms. Takei (from Oiso)
Topic: Miki Sawada and Elizabeth Saunders Home

Nov. 27" | Online Lecture: Ms. Omodaka (from Tokyo)
Topic: About Yoshiaki

Acknowledgements

The students and instructors would like to thank all

the people who supported this project.



