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Miki Sawada and the Children of the Occupation:

Elizabeth Saunders Home and Omeiso

Instructors
Alexander Ginnan
Masayuki Nakao

Hiromi Nagara

Students

Wakaba Agata
Kanon Inoo

Yua Kagimoto
Shuya Sakamoto
Haru Nakatsu
Futoshi Nakayama
Momoka Murakami
Taito Yamaoka

Mayu Watanabe

Overview

Second year students at the Faculty of Regional
Sciences are required to take a course entitled
Regional Survey Project in which they spend a year
researching a topic in small groups under the
guidance of a team of instructors. This year, nine
students chose the topic Miki Sawada and the
Children of the Occupation: Elizabeth Saunders
Home and Omeiso. The students researched about
the life of Miki Sawada (1901-1980) as well as the
foster home Elizabeth Saunders Home which she
established for
soldiers and Japanese women during the Allied
occupation of Japan (1945-1952) following World

War II. Students also did research on the connection

children born between foreign

between the FElizabeth Saunders Home in Oiso,
Kanagawa, and the Sawada family cottage Omeiso

in Iwami, Tottori.

Texts
As part of this research project, students referred to

the following main texts:

Aoki, Fukiko. GHQ to Tatakatta Onna: Sawada

Miki. 2015
Sawada, Miki. Kuroi Hada to Shiroi
Sandazu Homu he no Michi. 1963/1980
Shimoji, Lawrence Yoshitaka. Konketsu to Nihonjin:
Hafu, Daburu, Mikkusu no Shakaishi. 2018
Tottori Prefecture ed. Sawada Renzo to Miki no
Jidai. 2010

Kokoro:

Research Activities

In addition to reading the above texts, students
attended special lectures, conducted interviews, and
performed numerous site visits. The main activities

are as follows:

May 17" | Guest Lecture: Mr. Koyama

Topic: The Occupation Period

June 21" | Lecture by Mr. Ito at Tottori Prefectural Archives

Topic: Renzo Sawada

June 28" | Site Visit: Omeiso

Guide: Mr. Yuasa

Sept 28" | Site Visit: Omeiso

Guide: Mr. Yuasa

Dec. 7" | Kanagawa Visit (Day 1)
1. Elizabeth Saunders Home
Interview with Mr. Okamura
2. St. Stephan’s School (Mr. Sato)
3. Miki Sawada Memorial Museum (Ms. Nishida)
4. Elizabeth Saunders Home
Interview with Mr. Yamada

(Guide: Ms. Takei)

Dec. 8" | Kanagawa Visit (Day 2)

1. Lecture by Mr. Nishimura at Museum of
Yokohama Urban History
Topic: Postwar Yokohama

2. Seiboaijien

Interview with Mr. Kudo
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