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English Overview

Faculty of Regional Sciences

The Faculty of Regional Sciences was established in 2004 in order to foster the development of key individuals who
can create prosperous futures for regions. “Region” is a term that refers to an area where people live and in which they
build social relations.

The world consists of overlapping regions that differ by scale and characteristics. Many problems that people are
trying to address today can be better understood by using regions as the basic units on which to center their studies. To
that end, the field of regional sciences serves to re-conceptualize existing academic frameworks. Our mission is to develop
key individuals with a passion for creativity who offer specialized knowledge and skills in the regional sciences.

Majors

Studies of Regional Creation

In societies facing population decline, situations around region are reaching new levels of complexity. Concerns
such as decreasing birthrates and aging society, population movement from rural to urban area, dilution of the
regional community, the decline of the central area, and financial stringency in local government are in many cases
interrelated. In order to confront these problems in region, not only interdisciplinary theory formation, but diverse
partnerships and collaboration between citizens, local government, NPOs, and businesses are needed. In this major,
students will explore innovative solution for regional problems and acquire the skills necessary to become key
individuals who can contribute towards building a desirable region.

Studies of Education and Human Resource Development

In this major, students will study a variety of subjects in specialized fields encompassing psychology, pedagogy,
special education, curriculum and instruction, and science of early childhood care and education. These subjects are
intrinsically related to educational support and welfare. Students will also learn ways to cope with a variety of
education-related issues. Through these courses and seminars, this major aims at producing specialists who can
contribute to an improved quality of education, with a focus on training skilled teachers.

Studies of Global and Regional Cultures

This major deals with the study of culture, with a special focus on analyzing cultural aspects of local and global
regions. It seeks to provide students with a solid understanding of key cultural topics such as language, history and
religion, to develop critical and creative thinking, and to foster the ability to view regions from a cultural perspective.
During their coursework, students will explore a broad range of cultural concepts, topics and issues. They will
examine case studies of culture in local regions and in diverse world regions including Europe, Asia, Africa and the
Americas. Our educational approach involves innovative teaching methods in the classroom as well as off-campus
fieldwork in local regions and overseas. Through our courses and seminars, we aim to develop graduates who can
apply their specialized cultural knowledge and skills to contribute to the development of regions rich in culture and
creativity.

Child Development and Learning Research Center, Faculty of Regional Sciences
The Child Development and Learning Research Center carries out research on child development and learning in

collaboration with the affiliated schools of Tottori University. We conduct research on classroom practices in the
university's affiliated schools and carry out developmental cohort studies and related brain research in cooperation with
colleagues in the Faculty of Engineering and the Faculty of Medicine. We also promote collaborative research with child
development research centers in Osaka University, Hamamatsu Medical College, Kanazawa University, Chiba University,
Fukui University and Hirosaki University.

Art Center, Faculty of Regional Sciences
The University Art Center of the Faculty of Regional Sciences provides training for students in the area of culture

and the arts, works closely with local communities, and carries out education and research aimed at promoting,
developing and maintaining regional arts. Members of the Center are active in promoting and supporting activities in
various fields of arts. The Center aims at working to improve the quality of life and invigorating regional society through
culture and the arts.
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