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Language Barriers in Tottori

Students: Minori Fujimoto, Momoko Fukuda,
Karin Hara, Hajime Hibiki, Rio Hiragi, Mana
Hirota, Ken Ishitani, Tetsuhiko Ito, Hyun-ho Jin,
Yuna Kadota, Rie Kawada, Kaoruko Kinari, Risa
Kitayama, Yukinori Nishizawa, Saki Okura, Yudai
Shimoda, Kumi Tanaka, Takuro Ueda

Instructors: Kip Cates, Alexander Ginnan

Research on Regional Culture

Students at the Faculty of Regional Sciences
conduct fieldwork and research in the local
community as part of an intensive second-year
course. Students are divided into several groups
with each group pursuing a research theme of their
choice. Every year there is a group of students that
research an international theme in Tottori.
Previous topics have included:

= 2005: The status of foreign residents in Tottori
= 2006: International marriage in Tottori

= 2007: Education and international exchange
= 2008: Work and international exchange

= 2009: The 1927 Tottori-USA doll exchange

= 2010: Tottori, history and emigration to Brazil
= 2011: Sister city exchanges in Tottori

= 2012: Religion and international exchange

= 2013: Support for foreign residents in Tottori
= 2014: Food and international exchange

= 2015: Sports and international exchange

= 2016: Events and international exchange

= 2017: History of foreign residents in Tottori

This year, students selected the theme:
= 2018: Language Barriers in Tottori

Language Barriers in Tottori
Our students began their research on this topic
by considering a number of questions:

e What kind of language related problems do
international students experience at Tottori
University?

e What kind of language related problems do
foreign tourists experience in Tottori?

e What kind of language related problems do
foreign residents experience in Tottori?

e What kind of support is available to assist with
these problems?

To find answers, students conducted interviews,
listened to guest speakers, read books, researched
websites, and surveyed various facilities.

Research and Fieldwork
Students carried out the following research:

Books, Data, Documents

= Data on foreign residents in Tottori

= Data on international tourism in Tottori

= Books on intercultural communication

» Newspaper and magazine articles on language
related problems and initiatives

Talks by Guest Speakers

= International Students at Tottori University

= Fei Fei Kawaguchi (Tottori University Lecturer)
= Medical Interpretation Volunteers

Research Visits

= Tottori International Exchange Foundation
= Tottori City International Tourism Center
= Tottori Station, Tottori Airport

= Tottori Sand Dunes, and various stores

= Tottori Prefectural Divers License Center

Case Studies
Our class focused on the following case studies:

(1) Language Barriers at Tottori University

= Students surveyed the language situation at
Tottori University by interviewing international
students, examining the availability of foreign
language information and language support.

(2) Language Barriers and Tourism in Tottori

= Students surveyed the language situation in
regards to international tourism in Tottori by
examining the status of multi-language signs,
tourist information and services.

(3) Language Barriers and Daily Life

= Students surveyed the language situation in
regards to daily life in Tottori by examining the
status of multi-language information and
services at hospitals, shops, public offices, etc.
Students also examined new translation
technologies as a possible solution.

Regional Contribution
For this year’s social contribution, students:
= organized a display at the 2018 TIME Festival

= gave a presentation on their research at the
Torigin Cultural Center on January 26, 2019
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